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UNIT 1: Canada and the Great War 
 
Directions: 
Read your Unit 1 Notes carefully before starting as every question below can be answered from that document. 
Answer in full sentences unless a question asks for a list. 
 

Vocabulary — 16 marks (2 each) 
For each of the terms below, write a definition in your own words and use it in a sentence that shows you 
understand what it means. 

Term Definition 

Militarism • Building up military forces and glorifying military strength in 
preparation for possible war. 
 

• Sentence: • Germany and Britain's militarism led to a naval arms race before 
WWI. 
 

Alliance • A formal agreement between countries to support each other, 
especially militarily. 

 
 

• Sentence: • The Triple Entente was an alliance between Britain, France, and 
Russia. 

 

Imperialism • One nation acquiring, controlling, or dominating other territories or 
peoples. 
 

• Sentence: • European imperialism created fierce competition for colonies before 
WWI. 
 

Nationalism • Strong pride in, and loyalty to, one's own nation or ethnic group. 
 

Name: Date:  /50      % 

Social Studies 10 Unit 1 WORKSHEET 



 
© ProActive Curriculum Ltd. – Rev: 8/25/2026 Page 2 of 6 

• Sentence: • Bosnian Serb nationalism was one of the underlying causes of the 
war. 
 

No Man's Land • The deadly, contested ground between opposing trench lines. 
 

• Sentence: • Soldiers who crossed No Man's Land faced machine-gun fire and 
barbed wire. 
 

Conscription • Government-mandated, compulsory military service. 
 

• Sentence: • The Military Service Act of 1917 introduced conscription in Canada. 
 

Armistice • An agreement to stop fighting, though not a final peace treaty. 
 

• Sentence: • The armistice that ended WWI took effect on November 11, 1918. 
 

Treaty of 
Versailles 

• The 1919 treaty that formally ended WWI and set harsh terms for 
Germany. 
 

• Sentence: • Canada signed the Treaty of Versailles separately from Britain. 
 

 
 
Section A — The Causes of the Great War 
Using your Unit 1 Notes (Sections 1-2), answer the following questions. 

1. Identify and briefly explain the four long-term causes of the First World War. (4 marks) 
• Militarism (an arms race, especially the naval race between Germany and Britain, and a 

culture that glorified military strength), Alliances (the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austro-
Hungary, and Italy vs. the Triple Entente of Britain, France, and Russia, meaning a small 
dispute could pull in many nations), Imperialism (competition between European powers for 
overseas colonies and resources, breeding rivalry), and Nationalism (intense national pride, 
including Bosnian Serb nationalism and the desire for independence from Austro-Hungary). 
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2. What event is generally seen as the immediate "spark" of the war, and how did the alliance system turn it from a 
regional dispute into a continental war within about five weeks? (3 marks) 

• The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo on June 28, 1914, by Gavrilo 
Princip. Because of the alliance system, Austro-Hungary's response against Serbia drew in 
Russia (Serbia's ally), which drew in Germany (Austro-Hungary's ally), which then drew in 
France and Britain — turning a regional Balkan dispute into a continental war. 

	
 
 
Section B — Canada Goes to War 
Using your Unit 1 Notes (Section 3), answer the following questions. 

3. Why was Canada automatically at war the moment Britain declared war in August 1914? (2 marks) 

• Canada was a self-governing dominion of the British Empire in 1914 and did not yet control 
its own foreign policy, so when Britain declared war on Germany, Canada was automatically 
at war too. 
 
 
 

4. Give two different reasons Canadian men volunteered to enlist in 1914. (2 marks) 

• Any two of: patriotism and loyalty to Britain and the Empire; a sense of adventure; 
peer/social pressure; financial need. 

 
 
 
5. Describe the Ross Rifle controversy in your own words, and explain what it reveals about Sam Hughes as a 

wartime leader. (3 marks) 

• Sam Hughes insisted Canadian troops carry the Canadian-made Ross rifle, which performed 
well on the target range but frequently jammed in the mud and grit of actual trench 
warfare; soldiers at the Second Battle of Ypres reportedly discarded jammed Ross rifles 
for British Lee-Enfields taken from fallen soldiers. Hughes refused to admit the problem 
for a long time and was eventually forced to resign in 1916. It reveals Hughes as an 
effective organizer but also as stubborn and resistant to evidence that contradicted his 
own decisions. 
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Section C — Canada's Major Battles 
Using your Unit 1 Notes (Section 5), answer the following questions. 

6. What made the Battle of Vimy Ridge significant both militarily and for the development of Canadian national 
identity? (3 marks) 

• Vimy Ridge (April 1917) was the first time all four divisions of the Canadian Corps fought 
together, using careful planning, detailed maps, creeping artillery barrages, and tunnelling. 
The attack succeeded where earlier French and British attempts had failed. It's often 
described as a turning point in Canadian national identity, since many Canadians began to 
see themselves as a distinct nation rather than simply an extension of Britain. 

 
 
 
7. Choose ONE other major battle from your notes (the Second Battle of Ypres, the Somme, Passchendaele, or the 

Hundred Days Campaign). Describe what happened and explain its human cost. (3 marks) 

• Answers will vary. Second Battle of Ypres (1915): first large-scale poison gas attack 
against Canadian troops, ~6,000 Canadian casualties. The Somme (1916): one of the largest, 
bloodiest battles of the war; over 24,000 Canadian casualties for limited gain. 
Passchendaele (1917): fought in extremely muddy conditions; roughly 16,000 Canadian 
casualties. The Hundred Days Campaign (1918): Canadian Corps under Arthur Currie led the 
final Allied offensives; roughly 45,000 Canadian casualties in the war's final hundred days. 

 
 
 
Section D — The Home Front and Conscription 
Using your Unit 1 Notes (Sections 6-8), answer the following questions. 

8. Describe two ways daily life in Canada changed during the war. (2 marks) 

• Any two of: Victory Bonds sold to fund the war; propaganda encouraging enlistment/bond 
purchases/conservation; rationing of goods; expanded roles for women in factories, 
agriculture, and support services (including Nursing Sisters); restrictions or internment 
faced by "enemy aliens." 

 
 
 
9. What was the Conscription Crisis of 1917, and why was it especially controversial in Quebec? (3 marks) 

• The Military Service Act of 1917 introduced mandatory military service (conscription) as 
volunteer numbers fell and casualties mounted. It was especially controversial in Quebec 
because many French Canadians felt they had little connection to a war fought largely for 
Britain and France, and felt unfairly blamed given lower French Canadian enlistment rates. 
The crisis exposed a major English-French divide in Canada. 
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10. What was the Halifax Explosion, and why is it notable even though it was not an act of war? (2 marks) 

• On December 6, 1917, a French munitions ship collided with another vessel in Halifax 
Harbour, causing one of the largest human-made explosions before the nuclear age, killing 
around 2,000 people. It's notable because, despite involving a munitions ship during 
wartime, it was an accident tied to wartime shipping risks, not an enemy attack — yet it 
shows how the war's dangers reached Canadian soil directly. 

 
 
 
 
Section E — The War Ends and Its Impact 
Using your Unit 1 Notes (Sections 9-11), answer the following questions. 

11. How did Canada's independent signature on the Treaty of Versailles reflect the country's growing independence 
from Britain? (2 marks) 

• Canada signed the Treaty of Versailles separately from Britain in 1919, rather than simply 
being included under a single British signature — a small but meaningful sign that Canada 
was beginning to be recognized as an international actor in its own right. 

 
 
12. Identify three lasting impacts of the First World War on Canada. (3 marks) 

• Any three of: a stronger, more independent Canadian national identity; deep and lasting 
English-French tension over conscription; expanded (though often temporary) economic 
roles for women, feeding into the women's suffrage movement; returning veterans facing 
injury, trauma, and difficulty finding work/support; continued discrimination against 
Indigenous, immigrant, and minority Canadians despite their wartime contributions. 

 
 
 

Assignment: Perspectives on the Great War — 10 marks 
Choose ONE of the following people referenced in your Unit 1 Notes: 

• A young Canadian man who volunteered to enlist in 1914 

• A French Canadian conscript called up under the Military Service Act in 1917 

• A woman working in a munitions plant on the home front 

• An Indigenous soldier, such as Francis Pegahmagabow 

Write a one-page diary entry or letter home from this person's point of view, incorporating at least four specific 
facts from your Unit 1 Notes. Marked holistically using the rubric on the last page, scaled to 10 marks. 

Sample Answer (excerpt):  
"April 10, 1917 — We go over at dawn tomorrow, up at Vimy. They've had us rehearsing behind the lines 
for weeks, running through taped-out trenches like it was a play. Sam still won't admit his Ross jams 
every time it counts — half our platoon has traded theirs for Lee-Enfields off the dead. If we take this 
ridge, they say it'll be the first time all four of our divisions have gone in together. I hope that's worth 
something." 

(A full response would continue for a complete page and weave in at least four such details naturally.) 
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Holistic Marking Rubric 
Used to mark the Assignment above. 

Insufficient Evidence 
of Learning 
(0-4 marks) 

Accessing 
(4.5-6 marks) 

Developing 
(6.5-7.5 marks) 

Mastering 
(8-9 marks) 

Excelling 
(9.5-10 marks) 

• Does not 
demonstrate 
sufficient 
understanding of 
content, or awareness 
of competencies. 

• Presentation is 
difficult to make 
meaning out of. 

• Demonstrates some 
understanding of 
some of the required 
content. 

• References 
competencies 
accurately or uses 
competencies 
partially, perhaps 
without 
acknowledging the 
skill itself. 

• Attempts to 
communicate some 
new learning, relevant 
to the topic or skill 
being worked on. 
Presentation may be 
somewhat confusing 
or disorganized. 

• Demonstrates good 
understanding of most 
required content. 

• Demonstrates clear 
understanding of 
relevant competency 
or competencies, and 
an ability to 
accurately, perhaps 
partially, use it/them. 

• Communicates 
learning in a way that 
makes sense to the 
reader/viewer/listener 
and demonstrates an 
effort at improving 
mechanics of 
grammar, 
presentation, etc. 

• Demonstrates 
excellent, complete, 
understanding of 
required content. 

• Uses relevant 
questions. 

• Demonstrates strong, 
complete use of the 
relevant competency 
or competencies. 

• Communicates 
learning clearly and 
creatively. 
Grammatical or 
presentational flaws 
do not detract from 
impact or meaning. 

• Demonstrates 
exceptional 
understanding of 
required content. 
Possibly extends 
beyond requirements. 

• Uses insightful 
questions. 

• Demonstrates 
confident, extensive, 
and self-reflective use 
of the relevant 
competency or 
competencies. 

• Communicates 
learning clearly, 
articulately, 
effectively and with 
intended impact, 
without grammatical 
or presentational 
flaws. 

 
 


