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A Different Canada 
 

DIRECTIONS:  
Be sure to complete all of the readings and assigned questions. Be aware that the unit test questions will 

refer not only to concepts covered in the worksheets, but also to readings from your textbook. Answer each 

question as completely as you can. 

 

Preamble 

 Look carefully at the photographs and captions on pages 2 and 3. Think about conditions today. What 

differences and similarities do you notice?  What has happened to the colonial empires of European powers?  

Do similar empires still exist?  How have Canada and the world changed since the early 1900’s? 

 

A Different Canada (pp. 4-5) 

1. In point form, indicate some ways in which Canada in the early 20
th

 century was different from Canada 

today. 

 Newfoundland not part of Canada 

 Population only 7.2 million 

 Nunavut not created 

 Some provinces were smaller 
 

 

 

 

 

Society and Manners  (pp. 6-7) 

1. Explain the major influence on Canadian social values in the early 20
th

 century. 

 Victorian England was the major influence. 

 Moral strictness was the order of the day. 

 Belief in honour, virtue, duty. 
 

 

 

 

 

2. In the early 20
th

 century women did not have the same rights that they have today. Explain how life was 

different. 

 No right to vote 

 Few property rights 

 Not considered “persons” under the law 

 Salary legally property of husband 
 

 

3. Why was prohibition seen as a needed policy in the early 1900s? 

 Alcohol was the cause of societal problems 
 

 

Social Studies 11 Chapter 1 Worksheet 
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4. The leisure activities of early 20
th

 century Canada are completely different from today’s activities. Write 

a thoughtful paragraph to discuss this statement. 

 Student should disagree 

 Many similarities to today’s activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still a British Nation (pp. 7-8) 

1. Why was Canada unable to resolve the Alaska Boundary Dispute alone? 

 Britain controlled relations with other nations 

 

 

2. Explain the two main outlooks of the people of Canada regarding the British Empire. 

 English speakers were proud of the empire 

 French-Canadians (Canadiens) did not see themselves as British. Opposed to participation 

in foreign wars. 

 

 

 

 

3. French-Canadians felt their rights were violated in Canada. Why did they feel this way? 

 Loss of French language instruction in Catholic schools in Manitoba, then Sask. and 

Alberta. 

 

 

 

4. Look at the illustration of the postage stamp on page 8. Name six areas/countries which were part of the 

British Empire in 1898. 

 Easiest to identify are India, Canada, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa, Ceylon, 

Hong Kong, Singapore, West Indies 

 

 

Canada’s Changing Population (pp. 9-17) 
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1. Prime Minister Laurier saw that Canada needed more people. What attracted immigrants to Canada? 

 Cheap land 

 Ads promoting the “Last Best West” 

 

 

2. Immigration made Canada a multicultural nation. Explain how. 

 British and French “founding nations” 

 East Europeans attracted to Prairies 

 Asian immigrants in BC 

 

 

 

 

3. What problems did immigration stir up in Canadians? 

 Prejudice against foreigners 

 Fear of losing French culture 

 Unfamiliar customs and languages of newcomers 

 

 

 

 

4. What “injustices” does “Counterpoints” (pp. 10-11) describe? 

 Head tax on Chinese immigrants (1885) and Chinese Exclusion Act 

 Refusal to allow Komagata Maru passengers entry to Canada (1914) 

 

 

 

 

5. What is your opinion regarding apologies for historical offences? 

 Student answers will vary.  
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6. As the 20
th

 century unfolded, Aboriginal peoples of Canada faced cultural extinction. What is this?  

How did it become a threat to native peoples? 

 Cultural extinction is the dying out of a culture. The old culture disappears.                                                                                            

 Loss of traditional ways. Farming replaced hunting/gathering 

 Residential schools to suppress language and culture 

 Confined to reserves 

 Controlled by Indian Act 

 

 

 

7. In 1906 Squamish chief Joe Capilano petitioned King Edward VII regarding native affairs in Canada. 

Could something similar occur today?  Why or why not? 

 Canada is now completely independent, so a petition to the crown wouldn’t get anywhere. 

 Since the patriation of constitution in 1982, the British monarch just a figurehead. 
 

 

 

 

 Analyzing Evidence: Primary and Secondary Sources (pp. 14-15) 

1. What is the difference between primary and secondary historical sources? 

 Primary are created at the time of the event 

 Secondary are created after the event 
 

 

 

 

 

2. Identify the following as a primary (P) or secondary (S) source: 

 A history of the Korean War written in 2005        S 

 A government minister’s diary                    P 

 A soldier’s letter home to his wife     P 

 An encyclopaedia article about atomic bombs   S 

 A photo of a WW I battlefield taken in 1998    S 

 A journal kept by a Hudson Bay Company trader      P 

 A biography of Marco Polo written in 1997    S 

 A sketch made by a British officer at the Battle of Waterloo   P 

 

3. Are the photographs on page 16 examples of primary or secondary sources?  What do these photos tell 

you about life in Canada in the early 20
th

 century? 

 Primary. They were taken at the time of the events. 

 Suggests a wide gulf between rich and poor. 
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4. Look at the “inventions” illustrated on page 17. For each of the five write a brief description of  how 

these inventions have been improved since they were first available to the public. 

 Student answers will vary.   

 Eg. Bikes: better gears, lighter metals 

 Airplanes: passenger planes, jet aircraft, space travel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Economy Transformed (pp. 18-19) 

1. “From its earliest days as a young British colony, Canada was known for its abundance of natural 

resources. The export of timber, wheat, and minerals was an important part of Canada’s economy.” 

(page 18) 

 

“In the early 21
st
 century, Canada earns a great amount of revenue from the export of natural resources.” 

(Robin Wass, course writer) 

 

Discuss these statements in a good paragraph. (Are they true?  What does Canada export?  Have exports 

changed?  What effect does this have on the Canadian economy?) 

 

 Student answers will vary.  Student should focus on Canada’s dependence on primary 

resources. Some exports are the same as before. New ones could be oil and natural gas. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What concerns did early unions have? 

 Better pay, safety, fewer work hours 
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3. What economic impact did recession have on Canada just before World War I began in 1914? 

 Reduced production 

 Lay offs, unemployment 

 Loss of markets for wheat 
 

 

 

 

Resources and Environment/War and Change  (pp. 20-21) 

1. What “lesson” did the Hell’s Gate Canyon rockslide demonstrate? 

 

 “that our actions could have lasting negative effects on the environment” 
 

 

 

 

2. Read “The Athabasca Oil Sands” on page 21. If you are interested, ask your instructor for permission to 

do a fuller report on this project. 

 

3. Use the Chapter Review on pp. 22-23 to put together in your mind a picture of Canada in the early 20
th

 

century. Think about similarities and differences, what changes have occurred, and what has remained 

the same. 
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Vocabulary 
Provide a concise definition for each of the following terms found in this chapter. 

 

Assimilation 

Autonomy 

Canadiens 

Ethnocentric 

Head tax 

Homesteaders 

Hydroelectric power 

Imperialists 

Indian Act 

Industrialization 

Nationalists 

Prohibition 

Recession 

Reserves 

Residential schools  

Suffragist 

Trade union 

Urbanization 

Victorian 

 


